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St. Thomas Aquinas
Tuition Assistance Policy

Purpose of Financial Assistance Program

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School is blessed to have a variety of ways to provide financial
assistance for school tuition and fees. This policy is in place to ensure there is an effective
process for families to request and receive financial assistance.

Funding for financial assistance comes from a variety of sources. Students may qualify for the
Indiana Choice Scholarship, a Tax Credit Scholarship (SGO), active parishioner scholarship, or
additional financial assistance. Funding for the additional assistance comes from the Alma
Mocas Endowment and the Shors Endowment.

Financial Assistance General Guidelines

A.

Applications for financial assistance will be made available in the spring with a
deadline of submission of June 1. Applications received after the deadline will
be evaluated on a case-by-case basis if funding is available.

Families may request financial assistance for Choice Scholarships from the
State of Indiana, school fees (registration, technology, and field trip fees), and/or
additional financial aid for tuition.

Review of applications will be completed by the Principal, Pastor, and a
designated, impartial third party. The Principal is responsible for reviewing
applications, determining the appropriate route for assistance, and establishing
an assistance amount for the student(s). The Pastor and impartial third party
must approve all non-state of Indiana financial assistance recipients and
amounts.

All requests will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis and as funds become
available. Evaluation will be based on the following criteria: need, parishioner
status, additional information provided, and STA community involvement.

To ensure financial need is not a barrier to entering St. Thomas Aquinas
School,a portion of the annual endowment distribution will be reserved for new
families joining the St. Thomas Aquinas School community.



F.

All proceedings will be held in strict confidence.

State of Indiana Choice Scholarships

A.

Applications for State of Indiana Choice Scholarships for the following school
year are due to St. Thomas before August 31. If an application is not received
prior to the first July tuition payment, tuition will be charged to the family. After a
Choice Scholarship is awarded, any overpayment will be refunded to the family.

Eligibility for Choice Scholarships is determined by the State of Indiana based
on household income from a family’s latest tax returns. State guidelines can be
found here.

The value of the Choice Scholarship award is the lesser of: 1.Tuition and fees
reported on the Choice student’s application at St. Thomas (tuition, registration,
technology, and field trip fees); or 2. The fund amount for a student’s
public-school corporation of legal settlement, determined by the State.

If financial circumstances change after the school year begins, a family can
apply for Choice Scholarships for the second semester. Applications for second
semester assistance are due by January.

All proceedings will be held in strict confidence.


https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-choice-scholarship-program/

