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St. Thomas Aquinas, Indianapolis 

Parish Council Meeting February 3, 2026 

Draft Minutes 

 

● Meeting called to order at 7:01pm (Patrick Price) 

● Opening Prayer – led by Fr. Varghese  

● Roll Call  

○ Present (in-person): Fr. Varghese, Karla Hudecek, Patrick Price, Geoff Ziegler, Fred 

Chandler, Sheila Brown, Nancy Stark, Lauryn Klitzman, Carissa Cartwright, Evelyn 

Ridley-Turner, Jim Trippi, John Sobotowski, Mary Catharine Grau 

○ Present (virtual/Zoom): Teresa Reynolds 

○ Absent: Chris Durnil, Mary Rice, Sonya Chevigny 

● Approval of minutes from December 2025 meeting  

○ Draft Minutes were prepared, previously shared and ready for approval.  

○ Minutes were approved via consensus. 

● Comments from pastor (Fr. Varghese): 

○ Shared highlights from his travels during the sabbatical 

○ Motion made, seconded, approved to provide a gift of thankfulness to Fr. Jim, Fr. Steve 

and the other/additional priests for their assistance during sabbatical. 

● Finance Committee (John Sobotowski) 

○ Report shared and available for review. 

○ Discussion ensued around the following: 

■ changes to recommended giving levels 

■ Issues with boilers (repair vs. replace) 

■ Maxine’s Music Fund proposals 

○ Capital Campaign discussion/update 

■ Legacy giving 

■ Class/alumni giving 

● Commission Report (one-off) 

○ Stewardship (Geoff Ziegler) 

■ Report shared and available for review 

■ Shared information around 2026 Gala, Welcoming Committee initiatives  

● STA Strategic Plan 

○ Listening Sessions scheduled for April 11 & April 12 

○ A portion of the updated goals were shared, discussed and updated this evening within 

the Stewardship, Community Engagement, Spiritual Growth and Dialogue, Truth & 

Faith.  

○ Additional review and discussion anticipated during the next PC meeting (April 7), 

specifically DT&F and STA School commissions.  

● Commission Reports (cont.) 

○ Spiritual Growth (Fred Chandler):  

■ Report shared and available for review. 

○ Community Engagement (Nancy Stark):  

■ Report shared. 

○ STA School (Mary Catharine Grau): 

■ No report submitted in advance. 

○ Dialogue, Truth, Faith (Jim Trippi) 

■ Report shared and available for review.  
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● Buildings & Grounds (Chris Durnil)  

○ Nothing for discussion.  

● Additional Items of Interest: 

○ Reminder of the Lenten Mission – March 8/9/10 

○ Addition of sponsored Stations of the Cross 

● Ending Prayer – led by Fr. Varghese 

● Adjourned at 8:48pm.  

● Future Meetings: 7-8:30 pm (unless otherwise noted):   

○ April 7 / June 2 / August 4 / October 6 / December 1 

 

 


