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St. Thomas Aquinas, Indianapolis 

Parish Council Meeting October 7, 2025 

Draft Minutes 

 

● Meeting called to order at 7:02pm (Fred Chandler) 

● Opening Prayer – read by all 

● Introduction of new student representative – Lauryn Klitzman (2023 STA grad, currently at 

Cathedral HS) 

● Roll Call  

○ Present (in-person): Karla Hudecek, Geoff Ziegler, Mary Catharine Grau, Mary Rice, 

Fred Chandler, Sheila Brown, Teresa Reynolds, Nancy Stark, Evelyn Ridley-Turner, 

Sonya Chevigny, Lauryn Klitzman, Carissa Cartwright 

○ Present (virtual/Zoom): None 

○ Absent: Fr. Varghese (sabbatical), Patrick Price, John Sobotowski, Jim Trippi, Chris 

Durnil 

● Approval of minutes from August 2025 meeting  

○ Draft Minutes were prepared, previously shared and ready for approval.  

○ Minutes were approved via consensus. 

● Comments from pastoral associate (Karla Hudecek): 

○ Fr. Varghese update 

■ Currently in Rome, after visiting Fatima and Assisi 

■ Concelebrating with Pope Leo this coming Thursday 

○ First weekend of visiting priests went well.   

○ Living Rosary on Thursday AM (STA middle school) 

○ November 12 STA-hosted event on Synodality. A real opportunity to be heard at a local 

and even global level.  

● Race & Culture Committee discussion (Naomi Paradise) 

○ Continued deeper discussion at length on survey results 

■ Creation of STA Facebook & Instagram sites (greater reach/leverage) 

■ 2025/2026 objectives discussed  

● Robust discussion on the topic ensued across PC 

● 12 various areas of opportunity shared and discussed (ties to school, 

parish, neighborhood, city) 

● PC members presented additional options, traction and opportunity 

● Task Force conversations 

○ Spiritual Growth (Fred Chandler):  

■ Report shared and available for review. 

■ OCIA excitement (5 people total, including 4 school parents) 

■ Confirmation class underway, combination of school kids and RE kids 

■ RE and First Communion class sizes are steady 

■ Lector gathering on 10/25 (Fr. Jeff Goedeker assisting) 

○ Stewardship (Geoff Ziegler): 

■ No report submitted in advance. 

■ Gala Committee getting started again in prep for 2026 event. 

■ Discussed Welcoming Committee snapshot 

● # of families, backgrounds 

● Nursery restart possible? 

● Young Adults connection opportunity 
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○ Community Engagement (Nancy Stark):  

■ No report submitted in advance. 

■ Looking to re-establish MLK Center connection 

■ Northside Congregations for Housing (assisting homeless) 

● Hold city accountable for their role (Streets to Home Indy) 

● What role can STA play? Move-in kits 

● “Beyond the Bridge” movie tie-in or promotion 

■ Boulevard Place Pantry update (most families in need came in Sept) 

■ STA Haiti Committee 

● Thank You weekend – this upcoming weekend 

● Two new project updates 

○ STA School (Mary Catharine Grau): 

■ No report submitted in advance. 

■ Upcoming events in October and November, including Open House 

■ A few scattered student openings currently.  

■ New mulch as well. 

○ Dialogue, Truth, Faith (Jim Trippi) 

■ No report submitted in advance.  

■ Most recent After the Masses well attended and received.  

● Buildings & Grounds (Chris Durnil)  

○ Nothing for discussion.  

● Finance Committee (John Sobotowski) 

○ Nothing for discussion. 

Additional Items of Interest: 

● Social Media updates from Sonya; stay tuned for more as this efforts matures.  

● Ministry of the Month updates to follow shortly (Sheila to provide info) 

● Potential opportunity to assist with immigration needs 

○ Alignment with Latino parish possibilities 

● Continued items 

○ PC Town Hall (potential November – Patrick coordinating) 

○ **Action Item** - PC Goal Areas to be updated for review at December meeting. 

○ Multi-generational options for interactions (Teresa inquiring) 

● Ending Prayer – Fred Chandler led. 

● Adjourned at 8:27pm.  

● Future Meetings: 7-8:30 pm (unless otherwise noted):   

○ December 2 / February 3 

 

 


