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St. Thomas Aquinas, Indianapolis
Parish Council Meeting August 5, 2025

Draft Minutes

° Meeting called to order at 7:02pm (Patrick Price)
) Opening Prayer — Fr. Varghese

. Roll Call

o Present (in-person): Karla Hudecek, Fr. Varghese, Geoff Ziegler, Patrick Price, Mary
Catharine Grau, Mary Rice, Fred Chandler, Sheila Brown, Teresa Reynolds, John
Sobotowski, Jim Trippi, Chris Durnil, Nancy Stark, Sonya Chevigny.

o Present (virtual/Zoom): Carissa Cartwright

o  Absent: Evelyn Ridley-Turner

° Introduction of new members to the Parish Council
o The role within the parish / the role to the pastor / thoughts from the pastor
° Approval of minutes from June 2025 meeting

o Draft Minutes were prepared, previously shared and ready for approval.
o Minutes were approved via motion and consensus.
° Comments from pastor (Fr. Varghese):
o Requested a motion to formally acknowledge the contributions of Matt Hayes and Rocky
Marsh as members of the Parish Council as well as all other various capacities.
m Motion made, seconded and so moved to formally acknowledge and appreciate
these contributions.
o Discussion ensued regarding Fr.V’s upcoming sabbatical
m Benefits of approved Lilly grant for benefits to pastor and parish.
m Shared highlights of his sabbatical and planned interactions.
o Continuing to plan and prepare for SausageFest; thanks to those who continue to work in
preparation.
° Comments from pastoral associate (Karla Hudecek):
o Referenced the various notes also included in the Spiritual Life Report
o STA hosting on archdiocesan event on November 12 — Workshop on Synodality
m Please plan to attend.
° Race & Culture Committee updates (Naomi Paradise)
o Results of STA cultural diversity survey shared.
o High-level discussion and review tonight + deeper discussion in October meeting.
o R&C Committee event on 11/22/25; work towards greater discussion and involvement
with that event.
° Task Force conversations
o Spiritual Growth (Fred Chandler):
m Report shared and available for review.
m Discussion ensued regarding a potential Town Hall being held in the November
timeframe. (Patrick to take lead with planning)
o Stewardship (Geoff Ziegler):
m Report shared and available for review.
m Sign up to volunteer for SausageFest!
m Aquinas Club reincarnation update provided
o Community Engagement (Nancy Stark — appointed by Fr. V):
m No report submitted in advance.
m Nancy Stark requested by Fr. V to lead this goal.
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o STA School (Mary Catharine Grau):
m No report submitted in advance.
m School starts next Wednesday, including 10:30am Mass.
m Ongoing work regarding school strategic plan (objectives/initiatives)
m Discussion ensued.
o Dialogue, Truth, Faith (Jim Trippi)
m Report shared and available for review.
m After the Masses & Speaker Series reviews.
m Discussion ensued.
o **Action Item** - PC Goal Areas to be updated for review at October meeting.
o Fr.V shared desire to ensure we self-promote our events, activities (Criterion, etc.)
° New Foundations Update (Chris Durnil)
o Report shared in-person.
o Archdiocesan approvals have been received.
o Discussion ensued regarding next steps, timelines, etc.
° Finance Committee (John Sobotowski):
o John broke down report verbally in-person. Discussion ensued.
o Upcoming ideas in review
o Looking at ways to properly communicate/message important and valuable topics to the
parish (website/newsletter).
o Continuing to identify ways to utilize “sweat equity” as an ongoing benefit to the parish.
Additional Items of Interest:
o STA Haiti Fund year-end report was shared and discussed.

° Future Meetings: 7-8:30 pm (unless otherwise noted):
o October 7/ December 2 / February 3
° Ending Prayer — Fr. Varghese

° Adjourned at 9:08pm.



