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St. Thomas Aquinas, Indianapolis
Parish Council Meeting June 3, 2025

Draft Minutes

° Meeting called to order at 7:02pm (Patrick Price)
) Opening Prayer — Fr. Varghese

. Roll Call

o Present (in-person): Karla Hudecek, Fr. Varghese, Geoff Ziegler, Patrick Price, Mary
Rice, Fred Chandler, Sheila Brown, Teresa Reynolds, John Sobotowski, Nancy Stark,
Matt Hayes.

o Present (virtual/Zoom): None

o  Absent: Chris Durnil, Rachel Hudson, Rocky Marsh, Mary Catharine Grau, Evelyn
Ridley-Turner, Jim Trippi.

° Approval of minutes from February 2025 meeting

o Minutes were prepared and ready for approval. However, given the lack of a quorum,
formal approval was delayed until this June meeting.

o Minutes were approved by consensus.

° Approval of minutes from April 2025 meeting

o No updates/edits discussed.

o Minutes were approved by consensus.

° Comments from pastor (Fr. Varghese):

o Initiated conversation around upcoming Parish Council elections to ensure continuity
with greater PC and parish efforts. Additionally, a recommitment of existing and future
PC members to the ministry.

o Expressed desire to align timing of committee reports in advance of future PC meetings
to ensure opportunity for review, etc.

o Town Hall/Synodality event — working to identify timing (Fall?) and ability to align
efforts with updated Finance Committee thoughts, among others. Discussions will
continue on this effort.

o Update on the New Foundations effort — looking to have this specific effort’s leadership
be present for the next PC meeting for additional awareness/information/discussion.

o Expressed desire to have additional events & opportunities to include the senior-age
members of the parish; made a request of the PC members to initiate and collaborate on
such opportunities (Fred, Teresa, Fr. V)

m Potential springboard for inter-age opportunities as well, school involvement?
° Comments from pastoral associate (Karla Hudecek):
o Laudato Si action plan — Seeking additional feedback and potential alignment with larger
parish Town Hall event (Season of Creation timing — September?)
° Task Force conversations
o Spiritual Growth (Matt Hayes/Mary Rice):
m Report shared and available for review.
m Middle School event via NCYC (new); looking to coordinate closely with school
to see what opportunities may exist.
o Stewardship (Geoff Ziegler):
m No report submitted in advance.
m Sign up to volunteer for SausageFest!

o Community Engagement (Rocky Marsh/Fred Chandler):
m No report submitted in advance.
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o STA School (Mary Catharine Grau):
m No report submitted in advance.
o Dialogue, Truth, Faith (Jim Trippi)
m Report shared and available for review. Discussion ensued.
m Wellness Group event, June 26 — Alzheimer’s Association.
m Alignment with Race & Culture Committee
° Buildings and Grounds (Chris Durnil)
o Verbal report shared via Patrick from Chris. Discussion ensued.
° Finance Committee (John Sobotowski):
o Report shared and available for review.
o John broke down report verbally as well. Discussion ensued.
o Looking at ways to properly communicate/message important and valuable topics to the
parish (website/newsletter).
o Continuing to identify ways to utilize “sweat equity” as an ongoing benefit to the parish.
o Motion made to a) support the FC request for parish ask of the school, b) support the FC
effort to review parish giving strategy and c) formal appreciation of the efforts of the
Finance Committee. Seconded. Approved by consensus.
° Additional Items of Interest:
o Additional conversations regarding Election Committee, including the elected vs.
appointed members.
o Shared appreciation to Matt Hayes for his efforts on the Parish Council as his term ends.
o Review of existing Task Force assignments.

° Future Meetings: 7-8:30 pm (unless otherwise noted):
o August 5/ October 7 / December 2
° Ending Prayer — Fr. Varghese

° Adjourned at 8:25pm.



