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St. Thomas Aquinas, Indianapolis 

Parish Council Meeting April 1, 2025 

(Approved June 3, 2025) 

 

● Meeting called to order at 7:04pm 

● Opening Prayer – Fr. Varghese 

● Roll Call  

○ Present (in-person): Karla Hudecek, Fr. Varghese, Geoff Ziegler, Patrick Price, Mary 

Rice, Fred Chandler, Sheila Brown, Teresa Reynolds 

○ Present (virtual/Zoom): None 

○ Absent: Chris Durnil, Rachel Hudson, Rocky Marsh, Mary Catharine Grau, Matt Hayes, 

Evelyn Ridley-Turner, Jim Trippi, Nancy Stark, John Sobotowski 

● Approval of minutes from February 2025 meeting  

○ No updates/edits discussed. 

○ Minutes are prepared and ready for approval. However, given the lack of a quorum, 

formal approval will be delayed until the next meeting (June 3) 

● Comments from pastor (Fr. Varghese): 

○ Continued appreciation for ongoing efforts with all of our ministries throughout the 

parish.  

○ Desire to have Parish Council present an annual report/address (similar to Finance 

Committee);  

■ Timeline options  

● Alignment with Ministry Fair  

● Alignment with Welcoming Committee opening in September (also new 

school year (new families) + post-SausageFest appreciation) 

○ Continued desire for PC involvement with upcoming Lenten dates – Day of 

Sanctification + Holy Week 

● Comments from pastoral associate (Karla Hudecek): 

○ Nothing new to share beyond submitted report 

○ Preparing for Holy Week 

● Task Force conversations 

○ Spiritual Growth (Matt Hayes/Mary Rice):  

■ Report shared and available for review. 

■ Additional adult-age assistance needed for VBS. 

■ NCYC volunteers needed as well (being held in Indianapolis this summer) 

○ Stewardship (Geoff Ziegler): 

■ Report shared and available for review. 

■ Ministry Fair feedback discussed.  

○ Community Engagement (Rocky Marsh/Fred Chandler):  

■ No report submitted. 

■ Per Fred, as a follow-up from the February meeting - the Haiti Committee 

Appeal results were shared with PC; results exceeded goal! 

○ STA School (Mary Catharine Grau): 

■ Report shared and available for review. 

■ Discussion among those present regarding the report and its likely impact to both 

school and parish. 

○ Dialogue, Truth, Faith (Jim Trippi) 

■ Report shared and available for review. Discussion ensued.  
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■ After the Masses occurred this past weekend (Myrthell Romain) 

● Buildings and Grounds (Chris Durnil) 

○ Verbal report shared via Patrick from Chris. Discussion ensued.   

○ Meeting with Archdiocese on 4/8 regarding Campaign Feasibility Report 

● Finance Committee (John Sobotowski):  

○ Verbal report shared via Patrick in John’s absence. Discussed ensued.  

○ Campaign Feasibility Study Report + School Tuition Report 

○ Additional FC documents to be shared via email to the PC in the near future 

● Additional Items of Interest: 

○ Laudato Si Action Plan (draft copy provided to PC) 

○ New Foundations Capital Campaign Feasibility Study Report (previously emailed to PC) 

○ Discussion around potential tithing QC code being added to the bulletin as well as 

aesthetically within the church (on the pews, etc.) 

○ Discussion around book club and quarterly service opportunities.  

○ Next Welcome Mass will be May 18.  

● Future Meetings: 7-8:30 pm (unless otherwise noted):   

○ June 3 / August 5 / October 7 

● Ending Prayer – Fr. Varghese 

● Adjourned at 8:15pm.  

 

 


