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St. Thomas Aquinas, Indianapolis 

Parish Council Meeting February 4, 2025 

(Approved June 3, 2025) 

 

● Meeting called to order at 7:06pm 

● Opening Prayer – Parsh Mission Prayer read by all present 

● Roll Call  

○ Present (in-person): Karla Hudecek, Fr. Varghese, Geoff Ziegler, Patrick Price, Mary 

Rice, Jim Trippi, Nancy Stark, Fred Chandler, John Sobotowski, Sheila Brown 

○ Present (virtual/Zoom): None 

○ Absent: Teresa Reynolds, Chris Durnil, Rachel Hudson, Rocky Marsh, Mary Catharine 

Grau, Matt Hayes, Evelyn Ridley-Turner 

● Approval of minutes from December 2024 meeting  

○ No updates/edits discussed 

○ Approved by consensus  

● Comments from pastor (Fr. Varghese): 

○ 3/9 – 3/11: Parish Mission at STA (dinner provided M/Tu) 

○ Shared communication to/from Archbishop Thompson (following prior request from PC) 

○ Mentioned communication from Archdiocese regarding Immigration & Customs 

Enforcement / parish interaction (Criterion) 

■ (subsequent addendum) – discussion ensued about how STA can offer support to 

fellow parishes regarding concerns around updated ICE interactions 

○ Thankful for TOSTA participation 

● Comments from pastoral associate (Karla Hudecek): 

○ Acknowledged info in Spiritual Life Report  

○ Positive momentum in many ways (attendance, participation, etc.) 

○ NCYC participation (local; need potential fundraising support) 

● Race & Culture Committee presentation (Naomi Paradise) 

○ Diversity Survey draft shared (former/current parishioners targeted) 

○ PC feedback requested by February 11; desire to send survey out during month of 

February (Black History Month) 

○ Request to share survey results/report with the school for further review/discussion 

● Task Force conversations 

○ Spiritual Growth (Matt Hayes/Mary Rice):  

■ Report shared and available for review 

■ Special note of Maxine Ferguson / music endowment 

○ Stewardship (Geoff Ziegler): 

■ Report shared 

■ STA Ministry Fair – efforts started 

○ Community Engagement (Rocky Marsh):  

■ No report submitted. 

■ Per Fred Chandler: 

● Major food donation to Blvd. Place pantry today 

● Haiti Committee appeal results to be shared in near-future 

■ Laudato Si’ Action Plan shared 

● Jim Trippi spoke to latest updates and next steps 

○ STA School (Mary Catharine Grau): 

■ Report shared in-absence 
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● Catholic Schools week was successful  

● STA Literacy Coach - model for Archdiocesan approach 

● Working on next year budget  

○ sustainability + full staffing + competitive teacher pay 

● Strategic Planning Committee kick-off this week 

○ Dialogue, Truth, Faith (Jim Trippi) 

■ Report shared and items discussed in-depth 

● After the Masses 

○ January 2025 well received (Alan Bercovitz) 

○ Working to confirm March speaker 

● Speaker Series – 2025 

○ Discussed potential options for Summer/Fall 

● Buildings and Grounds (Chris Durnil) 

○ Verbal report shared via Patrick from Chris.  

● Finance Committee (John Sobotowski):  

○ Report shared and discussed.   

○ Verbal recognition of Chris Durnil / Andy Minnis “quiet” efforts to support the parish  

○ Awareness provided around potential approaches to school revenue, expenses, salaries, 

tuition, depending on state government  

○ Maxine’s Music Fund discussion 

○ Reconfirmation of FC willingness to assist with properly prioritized ideas 

● Additional Items of Interest: 

○ None   

● Future Meetings: 7-8:30 pm (unless otherwise noted):   

○ April 1 

○ June 3 

○ August 5 

● Ending Prayer – Fr. Varghese.  

● Adjourned at 8:33pm.  

 

 


