
St. Thomas Aquinas Parents’ Association 

Meeting Minutes 

February 20, 2018 
 

In attendance: Molly White, Jessica Fraser, Emily Koschnick, Chris Meyer, Angela Conner, 

Tiffany Benjamin, Lisa Lonks, Mo Buell, Sheila Brown, Moira Dugan, Audrey Maminta, Peg 

McLeigh-Minnis 

1. Minutes 

Ms. White said that the association last met on September 26, 2017, and that Ms. White and Ms. 

Swinefurth approved the minutes on October 2, 2017. She noted that the approved minutes were 

posted on the association’s website. 

2. President’s report 

Ms. White said that the association supported and funded several programs in the first semester, 

including back-to-school gift cards for teachers, field trips, and various teacher lunches 

(Conferences and Christmas). She said that the executive board was exploring additional sources 

of income for the association. She said that the association would likely need to use reserve 

funds for the rest of the year, given reduced income from both trash bags and lunch breakds. She 

discussed future sources of income, including Easter flower sales and the benefit mobile 

campaign.  

 

Ms. White discussed current and future state of the sock hop. She said that church and school 

scheduling constraints led to its cancellation this year. She said that the sock hop could return in 

2018, noting that some seventh grade students offered to help organize it in 2019. Ms. Brown 

and Ms. White discussed the new expanded Easter egg hunt event hosted for the entire church 

community. 

3. Treasurer’s report 

Ms. Connor said that the association was not likely to have sufficient income to fund 2017-2018 

activities, and that it would need to pull from reserves to solve the funding gap. She noted that 

the reduction in income was driven by reduced revenue from trash bags and lunches. She said 

that the association is hopeful that the Easter flower sales will add an additional income stream. 

She responded to questions from the association. 

 

Ms. Brown highlighted an unexpected price increase in trash bags as driving some of the reduced 

income in sales. She said that Ms. Sochacki continues to sell trash bags throughout the school 

year which is likely to result in additional income. Ms. Brown said that the eighth grade’s Jimmy 

Johns lunch fundraiser had little impact on income streams, but instead pricing issues relating to 

Chik-Fil-A lunch and timing differences on when income is recognized were likely causes of the 

losses on lunch breaks. Ms. Conner and Ms. Brown responded to questions from the association.  

 



In response to a question, Ms. Maminta said that the association received one innovation grant 

request in 2017. She said that the association still planned to fund completion of the teachers’ 

lounge renovation and installation of new water fountains. Ms. Brown commented on the grant 

process for the Technology Committee. The association engaged in a discussion regarding 

whether to add a line item into the budget for the robotics. Upon motion, duly made, the 

association approved the addition of a line item for robotics program.  The approved amount will 

be approved in the 2018/19 budget process. 

4. Benefit Mobile 

In response to a question, Ms. Brown and Ms. White discussed the benefit mobile program. Ms. 

White said the association is relaunching the campaign to increase involvement because it has 

proven to be profitable. She said the re-launch would take place during the dance show. She said 

that once a family has contributed $150 to St. Thomas, anything else a family earns is refunded 

via Smart Tuition. Ms. Brown gave examples of ways to use the program. She responded to 

questions from the association.  

5. Administration report 

Ms. Valdiserri said the preschool has a long waitlist. She said that the parish has formed an ad 

hoc committee to explore its expansion. Ms. Brown said the ad hoc committee will report its 

findings to Father Michael next week. Ms. Valdiserri said Ms. Swinefurth has given three to four 

tours a week to potential new families. She said ISTEP is next week, and that she needed 

assistance with ISTEP lunches.  

 

She requested the association add May 20 on its calendar to celebrate Patrice Payne’s service to 

the community after 10:30 am mass. She requested the association to help decorate the Bethany 

room for the reception. She said that Ms. Payne has requested donations to a local charity in lieu 

of gifts.  

 

Ms. Brown said that the school might have a kindergarten waitlist. She said that the January open 

house was small, but good, and that there has been an uptick in interest in the school.  

6. Used school supply program  

Ms. White said that the administration requested the association consider a used school supply 

sale or drive in conjunction with the used uniform sale. She said that Kara Bungard has offered 

to lead the program. The association expressed support for the idea.  

7. Book fair 

Ms. Dugan said that she would like to step down from running the book fair at the end of the 

school year. She explained her role in the program and offered to provide support for whoever 

chooses to take the role. 

8. Ways and Means 



Ms. Brown discussed the new Easter flower sale. Ms. Minnis said the association has received 

eight orders and discussed the timeline for the sale. Ms. Brown said they are exploring ideas to 

increase trash bag participation, including having students decorate trash bags to celebrate the 

things that the bags fund. She said that they would explore lunch price increases since they last 

increased the prices five years ago. 

9. Enrichment 

Ms. White said Megan Berry could not attend the meeting but sent in a report noting that Health 

and Wellness week went well. She highlighted the yo-yo presentation coming week and the Irish 

dance performance later in the spring. 

10. Family Support 

Ms. White said Ms. Delaney would not be able to attend the meeting and that she had requested 

to step down from her role.  Room parents should be identified before the end of the year. 

11. Hospitality 

Ms. Fraser discusses potential timing and other logistical changes to the Art Show. Ms. Maminta 

and Ms. Conner volunteered to help with the Art Show. Ms. Fraser discussed the Easter Egg 

Hunt and said she is developing a planning committee and in need of volunteers. She confirmed 

Grandparents’ day is scheduled for May 4. 

 

Ms. White said the next meeting is Tuesday, May 8. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 


