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St. Thomas Aquinas Parents’ Association Meeting 

September 26, 2017 - 6:30 pm 

Science Lab 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Attendance: Molly White (President), Angela Connor (Treasurer), Tiffany Benjamin 

(Secretary), Cara Swinefurth (Principal), Chris Arnold (P.E./aftercare), Megan Berry, Jen 

Medley, Kim Cline, Stacy Kult, Meg Nation, Cece Gerdenich, Clare Delaney, Becky Marks, Mo 

Buell, Maureen Hurley, Jessica Fraser, Cherri Williams, Vicente Giordanelli, Any LaHood, 

Sharon Miller, Chris Meyer, Jen Timpe 

  

Welcome and Introductions 
Molly summarized potential ways to increase engagement for established and newer families. 

She said that the teachers were pleased with their start of the year gifts.  

 

Treasurer’s report 
Angela provided an overview of the approved budget for the 2017-2018 school year. She said 

she estimated that the Parents’ Association (PA) is approximately $7,000 under budget for the 

year. She responded to questions from the association. Molly said the PA should consider 

whether they may need another revenue stream. 

 

Principal’s update 
Cara said the school welcomed 16 new families with 18 new kids this school year and that all 

were assigned mentor families. She said the school also added 9 new siblings. She said the new 

preschool is thriving. She said aftercare is going well, with 50 families registered, with a one-day 

attendance high of 37 kids just today. She said she planned to send out a feedback survey for 

registered aftercare families.  

 

She said that Father Michael meets with every class as they are preparing for mass, and meets 

with one or two other classes each week. She said he personalizes the message for the kids 

during mass and they are responding well. Cara said that Eileen Walthall is going to coordinate 

the children’s prayer intentions. Clare Delaney summarized some of the kind of messages in the 

children’s intentions. 

 

Cara discussed the potential to develop a playgroup for preschool children in community and 

asked if anyone is interested in facilitating that program.  

 

Back to School Activities Follow up 
Molly said that this year the PA gave kids back to school water bottles and that close to 90 

families returned volunteer forms that were enclosed in the bottles. Molly discussed back to 

school night, noting that there was high participation. Clare Delaney and Jessica Fraser said that 

the family social event went well. New families introduced themselves to the group. Molly said 

the new family orientation went well. Clare said additional volunteers are needed for meal trains. 
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Lunch break update 
Molly said that there were increased requests to change orders and that Sheila Brown is working 

with volunteers to determine if there more lunch waste that usual. Cara said that the school has 

been coaching the kids to talk to parents about food waste because they have been noting 

increased waste.  

 

Trash bags sales update 
Becky Marks said the online ordering system is much easier for tallying purposes, and that next 

year she is going to try to use an incentive to increase usage the online ordering form. She said 

we sold 3,106 rolls, but that the profit per roll decreased by a quarter this year, netting $800 less 

than usual.  

 

She summarized changes to the process, the financial results of trash bag sales, and discussed 

challenges with this year’s trash bag sale. Angela she was working to finalize the number of 

checks received. Becky said 23 families did complete buyout; 37 families did partial buyouts; 

and that some people chose to bill this in smart tuition over four months (new this year). 87% of 

families participated in trash bag sales (13% of the school did not participate). She said it was 

very similar to last year’s data.  

 

Becky said that of those who did not participate some people said they cannot participate and 

some people said that they did not feel like they wanted to participate. The association discussed 

potential options to increase participation going forward, including allowing some families to 

sell trash bags for refugees after mass.  

 

Becky said that the seventh and eighth graders did a wonderful job as volunteers.  Cara said that 

participation was not as good as she had hoped for, and that the PA should consider how to 

follow up with families that did not participate to determine if there is a way to incentivize 

people to do more. Becky said that next year each family may be strongly encouraged to provide 

one check to the school to pay for trash bags, instead of several separate checks from the final 

buyers.  

 

Molly suggested that the PA may want to form a task force to assist with trash bags next year. 

Becky said that the school may want to consider other fundraisers.  

 

Committee updates 
 Innovation grants - Molly said that Audrey is receiving applications from teachers for 

innovation grants, including requests for robotics and water fountains. 

 Enrichment - Megan Berry said the theme for enrichment is mind, body, and soul.  She 

and Chris Arnold said they planned to do a week of fitness and health activities. The 

association discussed potential activity options for that week, including partnering it with 

walk/bike to school day and finding ways to engage families. Megan said that Andrew 

Purdie is looking into doing a talk on internet safety in the second half of the year. She is 

considering a talk with an Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department (IMPD) officer 

on knowing your surroundings. She said the Irish dancers are coming in March. 

 Family Support - Clare said room parents are going well. 
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 Hospitality -  Jessica said that the PA is considering changing the sock hop, and that the 

Melissa, Molly, and Jessica are going to meet to brainstorm other options. The 

association discussed whether the sock hop should continue. Molly said they would 

consider taking it to vote for the school on whether to keep the sock hop.   

 Teacher Appreciation - Amy LaHood said they are hosting a chili lunch the day of 

teacher conferences and Christmas lunch the Wednesday before Christmas. 

 

Walk-ins 
Jen Medley said the wellness committee for the parish is looking for thoughts and ideas for a 

speaker/topic to discuss with parish members, including cyber bullying, social media.  

 

Conclusion 
Molly said the next meeting is February 20, 2018, and that the PA might consider a social event 

prior to that meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned.  

 

 

 


